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Overview 
The Monash College Diploma of Arts, Education specialisation, offers specialist preparation for direct entry into the 
second year of a double major Arts-Education undergraduate degree at Monash University.  
As well as gaining foundational knowledge and experience in education, students explore and analyse social and political 
issues, language and the way social sciences, history and communication shape the world.  The Diploma of Arts teaches 
about the world we live in and the people or networks within it and challenges students to produce solutions to problems.   
There are two entry points into the Diploma of Arts - Part One and Part Two - with the entry point for each applicant 
determined by their academic background and English language level. 
 
Diploma of Arts Course Outcomes 
On completion of the Diploma of Arts, students should be able to demonstrate the following skills and knowledge and 
their application: 

1. Knowledge of technical and theoretical issues in a variety of Arts theory and technical and language skills with 
depth in some areas. 

2. Identify and communicate advice in a variety of Arts disciplines to address problems in accord with 
management requirements. 

3. Utilise technical skills to demonstrate understanding and problem solving in relation to Arts issues involving 
diverse stakeholders. 

4. With depth in some areas, critically apply theoretical and technical skills to solve problems in relation to a range 
of Arts disciplines. 

5. Manage work priorities and coordinate the work of others in accord with parameters set by management. 

 
Monash College Diplomas Graduate Attributes 
All Monash College courses will develop the following graduate attributes: 

• Communication - demonstrated by effective communication in a variety of contexts 

• Collaboration - demonstrated by working positively with others to achieve common goals 

• Social and Cultural Engagement - demonstrated by respect for diversity and recognition of ethical 
responsibilities, including towards knowledge creation and academic integrity 

• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving - demonstrated by the ability to analyse, evaluate and synthesise 
information to solve problems and innovate 

• Independent Learning - demonstrated by the initiative, reflective practice and resilience necessary for self-
directed learning, and possession of the foundational discipline knowledge and skills appropriate to commence 
their destination studies 

• Academic Skills - demonstrated by understanding and appropriate application of scholarly practices and 
standards. 

 

Note on delivery mode  

For the duration of disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, units in this Diploma may be undertaken online, 
face to-face or via a hybrid blend of both. Subject to government health restrictions, students who are able to attend 
scheduled face-to-face classes are expected to do so. Delivery will also support and accommodate students who are 
unable to attend classes in person.   
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DIPLOMA PART I 
Unit Code Unit Name Unit EFTSL1 Credit Point2 

 MCD1350  Media Studies A: Film Studies 0.125 6 
 MCD1360  Media Studies B: Mass Communication and the Modern World 0.125 6 
 MCD1540  Intercultural Business Communication 0.125 6 
 MCD1560  Introduction to Journalism 0.125 6 
 MCD1570  Introduction to Academic Writing 0.125 6 
 MCD1580  Introduction to Psychology 0.125 6 
 MCD1590  The Modern World 0.125 6 
 MCD1110  Data Analysis 0.125 6 
DIPLOMA PART 2 – SOCIOLOGY STREAM 
Unit Code Unit Name Unit EFTSL1 Credit Point2 

 MCD6010  Academic Writing 0.125 6 
 MCD6020  Media and Culture 0.125 6 
 MCD6040  Professional Writing 0.125 6 
 MCD6050  Communications and Society 0.125 6 
 MCD6120  Introduction to Sociology 0.125 6 
 MCD6140  The Individual and Society 0.125 6 
 MCD8010  Working in Education: An Introduction to the Profession 0.125 6 
 MCD8020  Approaches to Teaching and Learning 0.125 6 
 MCD8030  Primary Professional Experience 1A -  
 MCD8050  Primary Professional Experience 1B -  
DIPLOMA PART 2 - PSYCHOLOGY STREAM 
Unit Code Unit Name Unit EFTSL1 Credit Point2 

 MCD6010  Academic Writing 0.125 6 
 MCD6020  Media and Culture 0.125 6 
 MCD6040  Professional Writing 0.125 6 
 MCD6050  Communications and Society 0.125 6 
 MCD6080  Psychology 1A 0.125 6 
 MCD6110  Psychology 1B 0.125 6 
 MCD8010  Working in Education: An Introduction to the Profession 0.125 6 
 MCD8020  Approaches to Teaching and Learning 0.125 6 
 MCD8030  Primary Professional Experience 1A -  
 MCD8050  Primary Professional Experience 1B -  

1. EFTSL: Effective Full-time Student Load. Each part of the Diploma is equivalent to one year of full-time study. Monash College 
Diplomas are delivered in an accelerated mode, so you can study more than a standard full-time load in a year. 

2. Most Monash units are 6 credit points. To complete a full Monash College Diploma, you must pass 96 credit points; if you start in 
Part 2 you must pass 48 credit points. To complete the Education specialisation, you will also need to complete the two non-credit 
Professional Experience units. Credit points in Part 2 units count towards the first year of your Monash University degree. 
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MCD1110 – Data Analysis 
 

Description 
This unit is taken by part 1 Diploma students and the intention of this unit is to promote students’ awareness of the 
importance of mathematics/statistics in everyday life and to build up confidence in making effective use of 
mathematical/statistical ideas, techniques and processes. This unit aims to provide students with the knowledge and 
skills to make effective use of methods of analysing quantitative data by the use of graphical and numerical methods, 
interpretation of results and making decisions in both business and everyday life. 

Prerequisite 
Nil 

Learning Outcomes 
On completion of this unit, students should be able to: 

1. distinguish between categorical and numerical data, construct and use frequency table, understand the 
meaning of mode and determine its value, construct and apply bar graphs, histograms and dot plots in writing 
statistical reports  

2. decide how to describe a distribution with just one or two statistics, calculate, interpret and use median, 
distinguish between range and IQR, apply a five-number summary in statistical problems, construct and apply 
a box plot  

3. calculate and interpret mean and standard deviation (using raw data, frequency or grouped frequency table), 
recognize the difference between the mean and median, apply the 68-9599.7% rule, understand and use 
standard scores, be familiar with a simple random sample and the way how it is formed  

4. understand and interpret properties of probability, addition rule, conditional probability and independence, use 
Venn diagrams, tree diagrams and Karnaugh maps to determine probabilities for compound events  

5. recognize statistical tools for displaying and describing relationships between two categorical variables, a 
categorical and a numerical variable and two numerical variables, understand the meaning of a causal 
relationship  

6. understand how to use the relationship between two numerical variables for prediction, know what is linear 
regression, the meaning of the method of least squares, recognize and apply interpolation and extrapolation  

7. know the meaning of data transformation, comprehend the effect of applying a squared or reciprocal 
transformation to the x- variable and to the y- variable, how to choose a suitable transformation for the data, 
how to carry out a regression analysis with transformed data   
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MCD1110 – Data Analysis CONTINUED 
 

Assessments 

Task Weight 

Weekly Quizzes  20% (each worth 2%, weeks 2,3,4,5,6,8,9,10,11,12) 

Test 1 15% in week 7 

Test 2 15% in week 11 

Final Examination 50% (Closed book exam in duration of 2 hours plus 10 minutes reading time. Consists 
of the combination of short answer and analytical questions.) 

Requirements to Pass the Unit 
● In order to achieve a pass in this unit, you must achieve 50% or higher for your overall mark.  

● Your overall mark combines your internal assessment marks and your exam mark.  

● If you receive a 49N grade, you will automatically be awarded a 48N result. 

Mode of study 
This unit is taught in virtual and face-to-face mode.  
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MCD1350 – Media Studies A: Australian Screen Culture 
 

Description 
How is Australian identity and nationality constructed through the film and television industry? Has Australian cinema 
asserted a specific and identifiable national industry? What are the characteristics of Australian screen culture? What 
are some of the national myths and archetypes that define Australia in terms of race and gender? What texts feature 
most prominently in the Australian screen landscape? How does the Australian film and television industry operate in 
relation to other national and global cinema practices? These are the major questions that will be explored as we take 
a fascinating journey through some iconic Australian screen productions. 

Prerequisites 
Nil 

Learning Outcomes 
On completion of this unit, students are expected to be able to: 

1. Employ techniques to generate ideas, research a topic and structure argumentation in an academic essay 
format. 

2. Have developed techniques of argumentation and providing supporting evidence and examples. 
3. Demonstrate an understanding of the impact that practices of representation on the Australian screen has on 

the ways we perceive ourselves individually and as a nation. 

4. Demonstrate an understanding of the ways in which industrial factors can influence film content. 

5. Demonstrate an understanding of a variety of film elements and how they convey or construct meaning. 

6. Demonstrate an understanding of how Australian screen practices operate in relation to other global screen 
based industries. 

Assessments 

Task Weight 

A1: Weekly quizzes 10% 

A2: Participation 10% 

A3: Oral Presentation 10% 

A4: Textual Analysis 20% 

A5: Minor Essay 20% 

A6: Research Essay 30% 
 

Students must achieve an overall mark of 50% or higher in order to pass this unit.  
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MCD1360 – Media Studies B: Mass Communication and the Modern World 
 

Description 
The aim of this course is for students to learn how information and communication media have developed over time. 

This unit analyses the key components of mass communication studies theory, and examines how information and 
communications media have developed over time. The unit explores barriers to communication, as well as the ways in 
which different communication media and messages have impacted on different social and cultural groups. Through 
the completion of prescribed readings, class discussion, oral presentations and written essays, students will acquire 
the knowledge, concepts, and analytical skills which will prepare them for further study in the area of Media, 
Communication Studies and Journalism in Part Two of the Diploma of Arts. 

Prerequisites 
Nil 

Learning Outcomes 
On completion of this unit, students are expected to be able to:  

1. understand how mass communication has developed throughout history and the important events each form 
of mass media has shaped 

2. understand the concept of ‘audience’ related to the developing communication technologies 

3. examine the notion of power in the media, and the ways in which communication tactics and tools have been 
used historically both by the media, and by those in power, to influence public opinion 

4. analyse the practical tools of media production, such as television  

5. analyse the importance of new and emerging communication technologies in society such as digital media.  

 

Assessments 

Task Weight 

A1: Tutorial Participation, Discussion & Contribution to Weekly Blogs 10% 

A2: Oral Presentation 20% 

A3: Minor Essay 20% 

A4: Video Digital Dialogue 25% 

A5: Multiple Choice Quiz on Moodle 25% 
 

Students must achieve an overall mark of 50% or higher in order to pass this unit.  
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MCD1540 – Intercultural Business Communication 
 

Description 
This unit aims to assist you in developing strategies for effectively communicating and negotiating with individuals from 
other cultures. 

Businesses today operate in a culturally diverse environment. This unit has been designed to develop your 
understanding of culture and its impact on business. We will examine the impact of culture on values, norms, attitudes, 
behaviours including patterns of communication. In this unit, you will learn effective ways to research cultures and 
communication styles in order to prepare for intercultural encounters as a student and in work. This unit will provide an 
opportunity to apply understanding of cultural and ethical issues to realistic business situations. 

This is a core unit in the Monash College Diploma of Business, Part 1. 

Prerequisites 
Nil 

Learning Outcomes 
On completion of this unit, students are expected to be able to: 

1. Demonstrate understanding of culture, communication and the issues involved in intercultural communication. 

2. Understand the important relationship between language and culture. 

3. Define, describe and analyse the cultural values, norms, attitudes and behaviours that influence and impact 
on business in a globalised world.  

4. Apply intercultural communication skills and understanding of cultural issues involved in dealing with 
individuals from diverse cultures. 

5. Conduct independent research related to intercultural theories and intercultural business.   

6. Understand the need to think critically and assess the credibility of sources when conducting academic and 
business research. 

7. Learn to work in groups effectively in research, sharing of ideas and completing of tasks 

8. Demonstrate ability to plan, prepare and present ideas in a manner appropriate to the academic and business 
worlds. 

Assessments 

Task Weight 

 A1: Tutorial Activities and Participation 20% 

 A2: Movie Analysis and Reflection 10% 

 A3: Cultural Video Interview and Presentation 20% 

 A4: Home Culture Analysis 20% 

 A5: Cross-cultural Training Program 30% 
 

Students must achieve an overall mark of 50% or higher in order to pass this unit.
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MCD1560 – Introduction to Journalism 
 

Description 
This subject provides you with an overview of the professional practice of news reporting. We will discuss the important 
role of news media in the democratic process and we will examine the ethical and professional standards involved in 
the process of news gathering and delivery. 

We will also consider the changes to journalism that have occurred as a result of technological developments and the 
introduction of new platforms and broadcast services. These developments have resulted in dramatic changes to the 
news media landscape and we will focus on what this means for journalism as an occupation and an act of participatory 
culture 

This is a core unit in the Monash College Diploma of Arts, Part 1. 

Prerequisites 
Nil 

Learning Outcomes 
On completion of this unit, students are expected to be able to: 

1. demonstrate an understanding of journalism as a profession 

2. identify and define the purpose of different styles of journalistic writing 

3. understand how journalists use writing and interviewing techniques for different media 

4. demonstrate knowledge of the history and background of journalism in both Australian and international 
contexts. 

 

On completion of this unit, students will have developed essential skills, so that they can: 

1. analyse a workplace context for journalists 

2. critically analyse spoken and written texts in a range of media genres 

3. research, write and present in a range of media genres  

4. develop strategies involved in journalistic writing. 

Assessments 

Task Weight 

A1: Minor essay 20% 

A2: Folio of Journalistic Writing 25% 

A3: Story Pitch (present 2 ideas for your Practical Task 15% 

A4: Journalism Practical Task and Log Book 30% 

A5: Tutorial Participation  10% 
 

Students must achieve an overall mark of 50% or higher in order to pass this unit. 
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MCD1570 – Introduction to Academic Writing 
 

Description 
Today, students need to acquire skills and knowledge in reflective, descriptive and academic essay writing: these skills 
will be transferable to writing in all subjects students undertake both in Monash College and the University. Students 
also need to develop skills in academic reading, drafting and writing an academic essay, paraphrasing, quoting and 
referencing, and editing and proofreading. You will develop research skills and appropriate techniques in the use of 
sources (referencing, quoting, paraphrasing, and the avoidance of plagiarism). In using a range of written and 
audio/visual materials, you will have opportunities to apply and demonstrate your understanding of the various skills 
covered in this unit. 

This unit will support students in building effective learning strategies using a range of thinking skills, learning 
approaches and assessment responses. 

 

This is a core unit in the Monash College Diploma of Arts, Part 1. 

Prerequisites 
Nil 

Learning Outcomes 
1. On completion of this unit, students are expected to be able to: 

2. Identify relevant skills appropriate to an Arts program.  

3. Learn to a take deeper approach to reading and construct meaning from academic texts.  

4. Understand the need to think critically and assess the credibility of both primary and secondary sources when 
conducting academic research. 

5. Demonstrate skills of written and oral presentation, argument and analysis. 

6. Demonstrate skills in critical analysis, including the ability to synthesise theories and concepts from a range of 
sources. 

7. Develop skills and enhanced abilities to conduct research.  

8. Use MU Harvard referencing style and effective summarising, quoting and paraphrasing techniques. 

9. Effectively use appropriate electronic databases & internet sources in research and communication. 

10. Be able to write effectively in an objective academic writing style. 

11. Learn to develop essays in argumentative style. 

12. Demonstrate an awareness of different communication methods.  

.
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MCD1570 – Introduction to Academic Writing CONTINUED 
 

Assessments 

Task Weight 

 A1: Writing Workshops 25% 

 A2: Oral presentation  20% 

 A3: Academic essay 35% 

 A4: Unit Quiz 20% 
 

Students must achieve an overall mark of 50% or higher in order to pass this unit. 
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MCD1580 – Introduction to Psychology 
 

Description 
This course provides students with an overview of the scope, nature, and methods of psychology. The concepts of 
personality, learning, biological psychology, forensic psychology, memory, psychology and scientific thinking, and 
research methods are introduced. Students will also learn the correct procedures for citing references and developing 
a reference list in accordance with the criteria outlined by the American Psychological Association. 

Throughout this unit, students will gain an appreciation of psychology as a multifaceted discipline encompassing both 
scientific research and evidence based practice. Students will discover how the principles of psychology enhance our 
understanding of human behaviour and that these principles can be applied to many areas of study including; 
counselling psychology, business, biological sciences, human relations, politics, marketing and many more. 

Prerequisites 
Nil 

Learning Outcomes 
On completion of this unit, students are expected to be able to: 

1. Understand the basic tenets of the foundations of psychology as a discipline. 
2. Identify the main paradigms that underpin our understanding of behaviour and mental processes. 

3. Access and evaluate scholarly materials; including texts & journals related to psychology. 

4. Explain how psychology uses the scientific method to acquire knowledge in order to understand human 
behaviour. 

5. Demonstrate critical analysis procedures & acquire basic knowledge of writing psychology – based 
research papers. 

6. Demonstrate how course concepts apply to daily living. 

Assessments 

Task Weight 

A1: Essay Plan 15% 

A2: Essay 25% 

A3: Group Work Presentation 30% 

A4: Exam  30% 
 
Students must achieve an overall mark of 50% or higher in order to pass this unit. 



Unit Guide Diploma of Arts – Education Specialisation 
 

CRICOS provider: Monash College 01857J 
ACN: 064 031 714 14 
monashcollege.edu.au 

MCD1590 – The Modern World 
 

Description 
In this unit you will examine the relationships between historic and contemporary political, cultural and social forces. 
You will also engage in thinking about the myriad of problems confronting the modern world and how we can make 
sense of these problems in terms of conflicts between ideas. Through the study of this unit, you will develop effective 
critical thinking skills about how the modern world ‘works’ and about your own place, as individuals, in the modern 
world. 
 

This is a core unit in the Monash College Diploma of Arts, Part 1. 

Prerequisites 
Nil 

Learning Outcomes 
On completion of this unit, students are expected to be able to: 

1. Define and discuss the key ideas and historical events that have shaped the modern world. 

2. Critically analyse the conflicts between the ideas defined above. 

3. Demonstrate through oral and written presentations, as well as classroom interaction, a heightened awareness 
of how these different ideas have led to the development of different cultures around the world. 

4. Discuss the ethical issues involved in dealing with people from other cultures. 

5. Demonstrate how contemporary events and issues in the modern world can be explained through the ideas 
examined in this unit. 

6. Critically reflect on your own place in the modern world, and on what is asked of you as ‘modern’ individuals 
in the modern world. 

Assessment 

Task Weight 

A1: Weekly Presentations 10% 

A2: In-Class Test 1 20% 

A3: Oral Presentations 20% 

A4: In-Class Test 2  20% 

A5: Research Essay  30% 
 
Students must achieve an overall mark of 50% or higher in order to pass this unit. 
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MCD6010 – Academic Writing 
 

Description 
Higher education studies in Australia require students to have the skills and knowledge to successfully complete 
academic writing tasks. In this unit you will acquire a solid foundation in grammar, punctuation, spelling, usage and 
style. You will develop research techniques, as well as skills related to referencing, quoting, and paraphrasing (to avoid 
plagiarism). Academic writing, drafting, editing and proof-reading skills will be developed. 

 

This is a core unit in the Monash College Diploma of Arts, Part 2 (Psychology and Human Behaviour streams). 

Prerequisites 
Nil 

Learning outcomes 
On completion of this unit, students are expected to be able to: 

1. Employ techniques to generate ideas, overcome writer's blocks, and structure argumentation.  

2. Acquire or revise basic concepts of grammar, punctuation, spelling, use and style, and be able to apply these 
in correcting faults and in developing exposition, authorial voice and expression in essays.  

3. Develop research skills in relation to primary, secondary and tertiary sources, both in hard copy and online 
sources.  

4. Develop professional practice in the skills of referencing, quoting, paraphrasing, and the avoidance of 
plagiarism.  

5. Develop techniques of argumentation by studying logic, fallacies, and techniques of persuasion and influence.  

6. Acquire skills in the genre of academic writing, such as expositional sequences, rhetorical strategies, register, 
audience, and authorial voice.  

7. Develop skills in drafting, redrafting, editing and proofreading. 

Assessments 

Task Weight 

A1: Weekly Activities 15% 

A2: Opinion Piece Analysis 20% 

A3: Essay Plan 25% 

A4: Research Essay 40% 
 
Students must achieve an overall mark of 50% or higher in order to pass this unit.
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MCD6020 – Media and Culture 
 

Description 
In this unit, you will be introduced to the core concepts and theoretical traditions within media studies, including textual 
analysis, empirical studies and cultural studies. These are aligned with historical and contemporary examples of social, 
economic and political debates about media industries and audiences. You will also examine the way in which power 
and influence are exercised through media in cultural and social life. 

We will also be considering to what extent new technology has changed the media landscape and the communication 
practices that dominate our everyday lives. In the first four weeks, we will explore 'who you are', focusing on how the 
media contributes to your sense of national identity, ethnicity, gender and sexuality, and finally to communities with 
which you identify. 

Following this, we explore in greater detail some of the theories of media studies that explain the construction of identity, 
ideology and the influence of media, as well as how individuals actively use media. 

 

This is a core unit in the Monash College Diploma of Arts, Part 2. 

Prerequisites 
Nil 

Learning outcomes 
On completion of this unit, students are expected to be able to: 

1. Demonstrate an appreciation of the historical development of media industries. 

2. Recognise and be able to apply available frameworks for critically understanding the relationship between 
media, culture and society. 

3. Demonstrate an understanding of the social, economic, political and cultural factors that shape the 
production, distribution and consumption of media. 

4. Demonstrate an appreciation of the ways that the mass media contribute to understandings of the world. 

Assessments 

Task Weight 

A1: Presentation 10% 

A2: Quizzes 15% 

A3: Video Essay 20% 

A4: Analysis of cultural text  25% 

A5: Case Study 30% 

 

Students must achieve an overall mark of 50% or higher in order to pass this unit.
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MCD6040 – Professional Writing 
 

Description 
The unit introduces principles of professional writing, such as genre, style, rhetoric, register and persuasive discourse. 
It also emphasises the importance of understanding audiences when writing in business and governmental 
contexts.  To develop your skills in non-academic writing, most of the tasks are practical, although they also require 
related academic knowledge.  Writing well involves an awareness of language principles and the various contexts of 
professional writing. 

Prerequisites 
Nil  

Learning outcomes 
On completion of this unit, students are expected to be able to: 

1. Recognise, analyse and appraise different genres of professional writing.  

2. Plan and design effective professional documents applying linguistic features such as register, style and 
rhetoric.  

3. Identify expectations of communication for different professional audiences and contexts and apply these in 
written documents and presentations.  

4. Use essential skills of English usage (grammar, spelling, punctuation and structure) in writing and editing 
documents.  

Assessments 

Task Weight 

  A1: Magazine Writing 25% 

  A2: Social Media Writing 25% 

  A3: Writing and Design Portfolio 10% 

  A4: Position Paper / Essay 40% 
 
Students must achieve an overall mark of 50% or higher in order to pass this unit.
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MCD6050 – Communications and Society 
 

Description 
MCD6050 Communications and Society is a unit designed to give you insights into the way that contemporary media 
technologies shape the way that we act and communicate within contemporary society. 

When we communicate with others, the communication technologies that we choose to use influence the meaning of 
what we wish to say. Communication technologies shape what we can say, what we cannot say, and what we must 
say. This same principle applies to the films and television programs we watch, the music we listen to, the podcasts 
and radio broadcasts we listen to, the newspapers and books we read and the games we play. But the communication 
technologies themselves are also subject to influences that are political, social, cultural, and economic as well. These 
various forms of communication expand beyond the very literal messages of speech, audio-visual symbols and text, 
and extend to forms of non-linguistic communication, non-verbal forms of communication, as well as social effects that 
may not have a single source. By studying these different forms of communication between society and technology, 
we can start to understand how contemporary society shapes - and also is shaped by – communication technologies. 

Prerequisites 
Nil 

Learning Outcomes 
On completion of this unit, students are expected to be able to: 

1. Possess a basic understanding of the field of communications. 

2. Employ basic concepts in the study of communications. 

3. Analyse the role of communications in processes of social and cultural change.  

4. Apply communication analysis to everyday life.  

5. Identify and explain the economic, technological, political and cultural influences of communications 
technologies.  

6. Work collaboratively with peers to formulate and present solutions to hypothetical problems and debatable 
issues surrounding communications technologies 

Assessments 

Task Weight 

A1: Online Assessment 15% 
A2: Tutorial Presentation 15% 
A3: Tutorial Participation 15% 
A4: Research Essay 30% 
A5: Media and Communications Analysis 25% 

 
Students must achieve an overall mark of 50% or higher in order to pass this unit. 
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MCD6080 – Psychology 1A 
 

Description 
This unit provides students with an introduction to the broad foundations of psychology as a scientific discipline. It begins 
with an exploration of psychology’s historical origins. Then, a series of core psychological topics will be introduced: 
concepts of health, stress and coping will be considered along with the distinguishing features of abnormal psychology 
and the biological basis of behaviour. 

The unit also introduces theories of learning, memory and development and familiarizes students with key aspects of 
Indigenous and cross-cultural psychology. Students will also be introduced to academic writing by reporting findings 
through reading journal articles. 

Prerequisites 
Nil 

Learning Outcomes 
On completion of this unit, students are expected to be able to: 

1. Identify key historical and philosophical developments which have resulted in the modern discipline of 
psychology. 

2. Compare and contrast intercultural psychology with particular focus on Australian Indigenous psychologies 
and mainstream psychological understandings. 

3. Develop an understanding of the neurobiological basis of psychology and its application to learning and 
memory. 

4. Understand how psychological abnormalities impact on development, health and stress. 
5. Communicate and critique the principles of the neurological basis of psychology and psychological 

abnormalities to justify research findings. 

Assessments 

Task Weight 

A1: Creative Online Article (part A) 15% 

A2: Creative Online Article (part B) 30% 

A3: Oral Presentation 10% 

A4: Online Quizzes 10% 

A5: Final Exam 35% 
 

Students must achieve an overall mark of 50% or higher in order to pass this unit. 
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MCD6110 – Psychology 1B 
 

Description 
This unit will introduce students to the scientific discipline of psychology and provide a foundation of understanding in 
several key topic areas. 

Specifically, we will cover topics such as personality, motivation, emotion, sensation and perception and social 
psychology. Students will also examine how psychologists acquire further knowledge and test their understanding of 
the way in which individuals think, feel and behave. This will involve an introduction to research methodology (e.g: 
research design, descriptive statistics and inferential statistics). 

Prerequisites 
MCD6080 – Psychology 1A 

Learning Outcomes 
On completion of this unit, students are expected to be able to: 

1. Describe the key concepts underlying core psychology topics including personality, motivation, emotion, 
sensation, perception and social psychology. 

2. Describe the key concepts underlying the research process, research methods and design. 

3. Apply psychological research methods and the principles required to evaluate data. 

4. Summarise key aspects of scientific journal articles on a chosen topic and prepare a written document on 
reported findings. 

Assessments 

Task Weight 

A1: Research Proposal Poster and Video 
Presentation 

20% 

A2: Research Proposal  40% 

A3: Mid Trimester Test 20% 

A4: Final Test 20% 
 

Students must achieve an overall mark of 50% or higher in order to pass this unit. Overall mark consists of internal 
assessments and final exam marks.
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MCD6120 – Introduction to Sociology 
 

Description 
Sociology is a rich and diverse discipline in the social sciences. Policy makers, politicians, the community sector, those 
in the media and creative industries – to name a few – draw on sociology understandings of social life to help them 
address social problems and understand the world. The unit introduces students to the concepts and approaches used 
by sociologists to analyse the contemporary social world. In particular, students will learn to apply sociological 
frameworks to the key debates and dilemmas we face in contemporary life and to examine various patterns of diversity, 
inequality and social change in society. This unit also considers the role that class, gender, age, culture, religion and 
other structural factors play in shaping the lives of everyday people in society. 

 

This unit is taught in two ‘modules’ with the first one focused on sociological foundations and the other on 

gender. 
 

This is a core unit in the Monash College Diploma of Arts part 2 (Sociology stream). 

Prerequisites 
Nil 

Learning Outcomes 
On completion of this unit, students are expected to be able to: 

1. Identify and explain the key concepts and perspectives used in sociological analysis. 

2. Critically reflect and analyse the structural factors that influence how people experience everyday life. 

3. Locate and evaluate scholarly sociological sources. 
4. Communicate ideas and arguments in a variety of formats. 

5. Use evidence to construct coherent and organise written assignments on sociological topics. 

Assessments 

Task Weight 

A1: 3 Online quizzes (10%) 30% 

A2: Annotated Bibliography and Essay Plan 30% 

A3: Research Essay 40% 
 

Students must achieve an overall mark of 50% or higher in order to pass this unit. 
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MCD6140 – The Individual and Society 
 

Purpose 
This unit is the second unit in sociology stream sequence, it builds on the skills and knowledge developed in the first 
unit Introduction to Sociology. It includes three important areas of sociological research and theoretical endeavor: 
Cultural Diversity, Popular Culture and Population and Society. 

This is a core unit in the Monash College Diploma of Arts, Part 2 (Sociology stream). 

This unit aims to deepen your understanding of the relationship between individual and society, drawing on a wide 
range of sociological theories, concepts and research. 

Prerequisites 
MCD6120 – Introduction to Sociology 

Learning Outcomes 
On completion of this unit, students are expected to be able to: 

1. An understanding of the nature of social relationships and institutions; patterns of social diversity and 
inequality; and processes that underpin social change and stability. 

2. Have an ability to apply sociological theories, concepts and evidence to sociological questions. 
3. Have an ability to develop arguments by using evidence, evaluating competing explanations and drawing 

conclusions. 

Assessments 

Task Weight 

A1: Public Communications Project Proposal 5% 

A2: Quizzes 30% 

A3: Public Communications Project 25% 

A4: Research Essay 40% 

 

Students must achieve an overall mark of 50% or higher in order to pass this unit.  
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MCD8010 – Working in Education: An Introduction to the Profession 
 

Description 
The aim for this unit is for students to learn about contemporary learning theories that enable students to reflect on their 
own learning experiences in order to understand how others learn. From the perspective of broader educational settings 
(school, community, early childhood setting, home) the important question of what learning is: how and why learning 
occurs, what quality learning might be and what influences learning, are discussed and reflected upon. 

Through examination of different theoretical perspectives and contexts, this unit focuses on building an understanding 
of what can influence learning and offers skill building in academic learning. Ideas closely associated with learning, 
including motivation, engagement and ability are also considered. The unit encourages the students to begin 
constructing deep knowledge about the relationship between learning and educational inquiry. 

Prerequisites 
Nil 

Learning Outcomes 
On completion of this unit, students should be able to: 

1. Show an understanding of the structures, policies, behaviours, practices and requirements of the profession 

2. Orient yourself as an emerging professional within a range of frameworks and legislation that guide the 
profession of teaching, including curriculum, child safety, teacher standards, improvement frameworks and 
relevant codes of conduct and ethics 

3. Demonstrate a developing understanding of the everyday practices, routines and roles connected to teaching 
as a profession 

4. Articulate your professional obligations, emerging orientations and educational philosophies 

5. Exhibit a range of personal and interpersonal capabilities that meet or exceed professional expectations 

6. Showcase foundational knowledge, skills and understandings of concepts associated with the work of teaching 
(curriculum, planning, pedagogy, assessment, reporting) 

7. Demonstrate understanding of a range of communication skills required in educational and professional 
settings. 

Assessments 

Task Weight 
A1.1: Lantite quizzes and academic response (Wk 1-3) 10% 
A1.2: Professional experience preparation 15% 
A1.3: Case study critique 15% 
A2: Teacher concept map 60% 

 

Students must attempt A1 and A2 and achieve an overall mark of 50% or higher in order to pass this unit.  
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MCD8020 – Approaches to Teaching and Learning 
 

Description 
This unit builds on the focus on learning and educational inquiry skills in MCD8010 Working in Education: An Introduction 
to the Profession. It introduces contemporary approaches to teaching and ways to investigate such approaches. It 
encourages students to explore and examine teaching relationships including modes of communication, teaching 
models and strategies, as well as the management or organization of learning situations. From the perspective of 
broader educational settings (school, community, early childhood settings, home) learning and assessment tasks require 
students to analyse and reflect on teaching and learning processes within diverse educational contexts and consider 
the implications of the Australian curriculum on effective teaching and learning. 

Prerequisites 

MCD8010 – Working in Education: An Introduction to the Profession  

Learning Outcomes 
On completion of this unit, students should be able to: 

1. Demonstrate knowledge of a variety of teaching approaches and resources to accommodate a range of 
abilities and interests 

2. Practice and apply effective goal setting, worked examples, collaborative learning, questioning, feedback and 
metacognitive approaches to teaching and learning 

3. Utilise research-informed evidence base to critique or justify a range of teaching and learning approaches 
within scenarios/case studies or role-playing 

4. Plan and deliver an effective whole group teaching and learning episode, demonstrating a rationale and 
effective application of core pedagogical approaches 

5. Illustrate emerging approaches and techniques to positively and effectively manage teaching and learning 
contexts (i.e. teacher presence, learner management, resource management, discourse practices) 

6. Demonstrate understanding of a range of communication skills required in educational and professional 
settings. 

Assessments 
 

Task Weight 
A1A:  Case study response 
A1B: Expert response and reflection 
 

40% 

A2A: Remote learning lesson plan 
A2B: Small group teaching and learning 60% 

 

Students must attempt A1 and A2 and achieve an overall mark of 50% or higher in order to pass this unit.  
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MCD8030 – Primary / Secondary Professional Experience 1A 
 

Description 
This unit assesses the students’ primary or secondary professional experience in the first trimester. Students complete 
the required number of days and the activities specified in the unit guide. Students' learning is supported by relevant 
academic staff in Monash College, and by teacher mentors in the education setting in which they are placed. 

Prerequisites 
Nil 

Learning Outcomes 
On completion of this unit, students should be able to: 

1. Complete the required number of days of professional experience and the activities specified in the unit guide. 

2. Document their professional learning through means such as a professional experience folder which records 
lesson planning, self-reflections and an evaluation on developing practice. 

3. Achieve a satisfactory level of progress in their development as teachers in line with the requirements outlined 
in the unit guide and the placement report. 

Requirements 
Pre-service teachers are required to undertake 5 days in each trimester. 

 
Year 

 
Trimester 

 
Unit 

 
Placement 

 
Number of days 

 
Dates 

 
1 

 
1 

 
MCD8030 

 
Primary / Secondary 

School setting 

5 days over one 
week 

 
TBC 

 

Pre-service students must satisfactorily complete the number of days set out in the placement time table (see table 
above). 

 

Assessments and Submission Requirements 

1. PE Report (via MCD8030 Survey Campaign link). 

2. Placement Observation Handbook. 
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MCD8050 – Primary / Secondary Professional Experience 1B 
 

Description 
This unit assesses the students’ primary or secondary professional experience in the second trimester. Students 
complete the required number of days and the activities specified in the unit guide. Students' learning is supported by 
relevant academic staff in Monash College, and by teacher mentors in the education setting in which they are placed. 

Prerequisites 

MCD8010 – Working in Education: An Introduction to the Profession  

MCD8030 – Primary / Secondary Professional Experience 1A 

Learning Outcomes 
On completion of this unit, students should be able to: 

1. Complete the required number of days of professional experience and the activities specified in the unit guide 

2. Document their professional learning through means such as a professional experience folder which records 
lesson planning, self-reflections and an evaluation on developing practice 

3. Achieve a satisfactory level of progress in their development as teachers in line with the requirements outlined 
in the unit guide and the placement report. 

Requirements 
Pre-service teachers are required to undertake 5 days in each trimester. 

 
Year 

 
Trimester 

 
Unit 

 
Placement 

 
Number of days 

 
Dates 

 
1 

 
2 

 
MCD8050 

 
Primary / Secondary 

School setting 

5 days over one 
week 

 
TBC 

 

Pre-service students must satisfactorily complete the number of days set out in the placement time table (see table 
above). 

 

Assessments and Submission Requirements 

1. PE Report (via MCD8050 Survey Campaign link). 

2. Placement Observation Handbook. 
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